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POLLEN ANALYTICAL EVIDENCE FOR HU
HAN SETTLEHENT IN THE SUBATLANTIC 
POLLEN DIAGRAM FROM S.DOMENICO MON
ASTERY (BOLOGNA-ITALY) 

C. A.Accorsi(Istituto ed Orto Botanico,Università Modena,Via 
Ca du t i in Guerra 127,Modena,Itali~) 

M. Bandini Mazzanti e L.Forlani(Dipartimento di Biologia evo
l uzi on i s t ica spe rimentale,Università Bologna.Via Irner i o 42, 
Bol ogna,It a l i a) 

Po l l en an aly sls lS one of the primary sources of evidence a
bout t he changes yrought by mao 00 the plaot cover in th e 
past . By t aking into consideration particular~ypollen records 
of ce rt a i n groups of plants such as cereals,weeds and rude
ral s , th e s o called "anthropogenic indicators",it is possi ble 
to r@ad in the pollen diagrams the evidence cf the role pla~ 
ed by man in bringing about changes in the vegetations. l n the 
a~c h a eo l ogical1y interesting site of the ancient S.Domenico 
Mo nast ery( Bologna;Emilia-Romagna)tyo sequences yere samp led 
for pol len an'alysis:"Cistern Cloister lt and "ZZI Section-12 
Secto rlt .Moss samples provide a pcllen pieture about the pre
s en t ~day vegetation.According to pollenanalytical and archae 
ol o gical data,the time covered by the uppermost level o f t h e 
f ir s t sequence.and by the whole of the second ane,can be at 
tri but ed to the Subatlantic period.In the pollen diagrams, 
th e movement of the anthropogenic indicator curve(pol l en re
cor ds i ndi cating fallow land,foothpath and ruderal 6ommuni
ties,pastures).in connection with the movement af the arbo
re al pol len curve shows evidence of human settlements yi t h 
a rable a nd pastoral farm i ng,and changes in settlement lo c a
tion a n ~ characteristies. 
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