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Pollen analysis is one of the primary sources of evidence a-
bout the changes wrought by man on the plant cover in the
past.By taking into consideration particularijypollen records
of certain groups of plants such as cereals,weeds and rude-
rals,the so called "anthropogenic indicators",it is possible
to read in the pollen diagrams the evidence of the role play
ed by man in bringing about changes in the vegetations.In the
archaeologically interesting site of the ancient S.Domenico
Monastery(Bologna;Emilia-Romagna)two sequences were sampled
for pollen amalysis:"Cistern Cloister" and "ZZI Section-12
Sector".Moss samples provide a pollen picture about the pre-
sent-day vegetation.According to pollenanalytical and archae
ological data,the time covered by the uppermost level of the
first sequence,and by the whole of the second one,can be at-
tributed to the Subatlantic period.In the pollen diagrams,
the movement of the anthropogenic indicator curve(pollen re-
cords indicating fallow land,foothpath and ruderal communi-
ties,pastures),in connection with the movement of the arbo-
real pollen curve shows evidence of human settlements with
arable and pastoral farming,and changes in settlement loca-
tion and characteristics.
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